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In the first place IUPAB wants to thank to 

our Adhering Bodies, National Societies of 

Biophysics and to the Biophysics 

Community for their support during the 

special and difficult times that we are 

living due to the pandemia and wishing 

that all of you are keeping safe. 

During February-March 2021, an on-line 

General Assembly was held to approve 

the new Statutes and Rules of Procedure 

of IUPAB. The new text can be found in 

our website. The modified text try to 

accommodate to the new situations that 

we are finding nowdays. 

The 20th IUPAB Congress will be held on 

October 4th-8th 2021 in a virtual format 

and the registration and submission of 

Abstracts are now open. You will find 

information about it in this issue, 

together with an invitation letter from the 

organizers. This is the main activity of 

IUPAB and therefore you are all invited to 

participate. During this Congress the 

Avanti-IUPAB prize will be presented to 

Prof. A. Watts and the IUPAB-Young prize 

will be presented to Dr. Yoav Shechtman. 

In association with the Congress an IUPAB 

General Assembly will be held and during 

it the new elected officers will take office. 

The election of these officers will take 

place through an on-line procedure 

during June 2021. 

In the same way the venue for the IUPAB 

2027 IUPAB Congress will be elected from 

the bids 

submitted 

before June 30th 

2021 and the 

organizers will 

make a presentation during the Congress. 

The two IUPAB Focused Meetings due for 

2021, to be held in India and in Canada, 

were postponed to 2022 and details 

about them should be known soon. 

The 2023 Congress due to be held in 

Kyoto in June 2023 was postponed to 

similar dates but of 2024. 

The organizers of these important IUPAB 

events will be invited to present their 

preparations during the October 

Congress. 

Please remember the new modalities of 

sponsoring policies of IUPAB here. 

Among these new modalities are: 

- Sponsorship of a prize for 

communications made by students or 

young biophysicists. 

Societies of countries linked to IUPAB as 

Adhering Bodies may apply for this prize 

to ne awarded to presentations made by 

young biophysicists during meetings of 

these societies.The prize could also be 

given during meetings of associations of 

young biophysicists. See in this link the 

details to be taken into account. 

- Sponsorship of Plenary Lectures in 

major biophysics meetings and 

conferences. 

IUPAB will sponsor plenary lectures in 

major meetings or congressesof 

biophysics like those of EBSA (Europe), 

ABA (Asia-Pacific), Biophysical Society and 

LaFEBS (Latin American countries). 

See this link. 

Applications should be sent to the 

Secretary General (jcgomez@um.es). 

Best wishes from IUPAB Secretary 

General. 

Report from the Secretary General 
Juan Carmelo Gómez-Fernández 

IUPAB Secretary General 
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20th IUPAB Congress 
October 4 - 8, 2021 | Virtual 

On behalf of the Brazilian biophysics and biochemistry communities, we are honored to announce the progresses in the 

organization of the 20th IUPAB Congress, to be held from 4th to 8th of October of 2021 in the virtual format. 

We aim to offer a broad international overview of research frontiers and recent developments in biophysics and biochemistry. 

We have organized an outstanding program with contributions in the form of keynote lectures and symposia, as well as oral 

and poster presentations. 10 key note speakers, two of them Nobel prize winners, and 24 symposia will cover a wide range of 

interests in biophysics and biochemistry. Over 80 speakers (29 from North America, 27 from Europe, 23 from South America, 8 

from Asia, Oceania and Middle East) from all continents (24 countries) in a male:female rate of ~ 2:1 have accepted to deliver 

lectures. Chairs will also select 28 oral presentations from the submitted abstracts. There will be two specific periods for poster 

presentations and we are expecting more than 500 poster presenters.  

The presence of leading scientists among the invited speakers will certainly contribute to create a very rich scientific 

environment, which we hope will also allow for bringing together the best of Science in biophysics and biochemistry. We have 

contracted the most advanced platforms for virtual conferences to allow a very interactive experience during the event.  

We are also working hard to involve young scientists (YS) in the event. An ongoing webinar Series (The YS Webinar Series) 

comprises 10 webinars between May and September 2021, covering different areas of biochemistry and biophysics. The 

program includes 10 senior speakers (8 males, 2 females) and 32 young scientist participants (15 males, 17 females) from 14 

countries and five continents (Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Hungary, India, Iran, Italy, Netherlands, Nigeria, Portugal, Spain, 

South Africa, UK, USA). The YS speakers were selected by an evaluation committee from 146 applicants from all over the world 

and leading senior speakers were invited and happily agree to participate. The webinars will comprise a 40 min talk from a 

leading scientist in the field plus 3-4 short talks (15 min) from young scientists (Postdocs, PhD students). Registration to the YS 

Seminars is free of charge. The Webinars will be hosted in the Zoom platform and recorded for late view in the Societies web 

channel, and the YS participants will have full waiver of the registration fee in the IUPAB congress.  

With resources provided directly from IUPAB, we are organizing a sponsorship award for helping 50 enrolled PhD students to 

participate in the IUPAB congress (IUPAB fellowships). We will also organize the 24th Young Talent Award in Life Sciences 

promoted by SBBq and Cytiva and a poster award. 

SBBqExpo, which is an exhibition hall for companies and sponsors that usually is one of the greatest aspects of our past 

congresses, will be held during the 20th IUPAB Congress and we are optimistic that it will likewise be a success in the virtual 

format. 

To conclude, we are certain that the congress will be an unforgettable event and we look forward to welcoming you to the 

virtual 20th IUPAB! 

Chairs of the IUPAB-SBBf-SBBq Congress 

Rosangela Itri                 Mauricio da Silva Baptista  

http://iupab2020.sbbq.org.br/interna-537/iupab-fellowships
http://www2.sbbq.org.br/jovemtalento/
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Young Scientist Program Webinars Series 
Webinar 1: May 19, 2021 - 2:00 pm 
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Royal Society Publishing - Philosophical Transactions A 

Fifty Years of Synchrotron Science: Achievements and Opportunities 

Compiled and Edited by S. Samar Hasnain and C. Richard A .Catlow 
The year 2018 marked the 50th 

anniversary of the first scientific 

applications of synchrotron radiation in 

the UK. Over this period, synchrotron 

science has been transformed from a 

highly specialized field into a 

mainstream area in physics, chemistry, 

engineering, biomolecular, medical and 

heritage science. A conference was held 

at the University of Liverpool in June 

2018, to celebrate 50 years of 

synchrotron radiation in the UK, its 

impact nationally and globally, and to 

survey the achievements of the field 

and look to the future. This volume 

contains a collection of articles from 

contributors to the conference. It 

includes historical aspects relating to 

the development of synchrotron 

sources, accounts of current facilities 

and discussions of key application areas. 

We hope that the volume helps to give 

a perspective on how the field has 

developed over the five decades and 

indicates some of the future 

opportunities.  

The issue is now completely FREE to access directly... 

...HERE! 

We are grateful to all who 

contributed to the 

conference and to this 

volume. Special thanks are 

due to the organizing 

committee that included 

Susan Smith (STFC) and 

Andrew Harrison 

(DIAMOND) and the 

programme committee. 

We are also grateful to Sue 

Waller and her team for 

the event organization.  

https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsta/2019/377/2147
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The SIBPA- IVSLA XXV International 

School of Pure and Applied Biophysics 

on "Quantitative analysis of optical 

imaging for Medicine and Biophysics" 

developed over 5 days during the week 

of 18-22 January 2021. The school was 

the result of the joint effort of the Italian 

Society of Pure and Applied Biophysics 

(SIBPA), the Venetian Institute for 

Sciences and Arts (IVSLA), the Institute 

Pasteur (IP, Paris) and the Institute of 

Applied Sciences and Intelligent Systems 

(ISASI) of the National Research Council 

(CNR). The school, which should have 

been held in Venice in the gorgeous 

imaging, with a special focus on recent 

machine learning approaches. The 

scientific committee constituted by 

Giuseppe Chirico (Unimib), Pietro 

Ferraro (CNR) and Christophe Zimmer 

(IP), supervised by Giorgio Giacometti 

(IVSLA), organized the school schedule 

in five one-hour lectures per day. 

Technical details of the quantitative 

analysis were discussed in these 

extended (1 hour) lectures that were 

given by leading researchers in the fields 

of Artificial Intelligence for biophysical 

and biomedical analyses, of Medical 

Imaging Data analysis and of optical 

microscopies and 

nano-scopies. 

Besides these 

lectures held during 

main online 

sessions, and in the 

effort to offer to the 

attendees the 

possibilities of free 

informal discussions 

with the lecturers, 

shorter separate 

video-calls were 

scheduled with each 

of the lecturers in 

three slots during 

the day.  

Details on the 

program of the 

school can be found 

at this link. 

venue of Palazzo Franchetti, was 

converted to an online event due to the 

travel restrictions related to the 

COVID19 pandemic and was supported 

by the Università di Milano-Bicocca 

(Unimib, Milano, I). 

The school offered to 35 participants, 

coming from 14 countries (Belgium, 

Ecuador, Egypt, France, Greece, Iraq, 

Iran, Italy, Peru, Portugal, Russia, Spain, 

UK, USA), an overview of the 

foundations and applications of some of 

the most recent methods for 

quantitative analysis of data provided 

by modern optical and multimodal 

IUPAB News      #77 

Report on SIBPA- IVSLA XXV International School of Pure 

and Applied Biophysics - Quantitative analysis of optical 

imaging for Medicine and Biophysics 

January 18 - 22, 2021 

https://www.sibpa.it/images/scuolaInternazionalediBiofisica/2021/Flyer2021.pdf
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Gregorio Weber Award, 2021 
Francisco Barrantes 

Professor Francisco Barrantes was 

the recipient of the 2021 Gregorio 

Weber Award for Excellence in 

Fluorescence Theory and 

Applications. The award was 

presented during the Biological 

Fluorescence Subgroup Symposium 

at the Biophysical Society virtual 

meeting in March of this year.  

Francisco Barrantes is a professor at 

the Faculty of Medical Sciences at 

the Catholic University of Argentina 

(UCA), and emeritus researcher at 

the National Council for Scientific 

and Technological Research of 

Argentina (CONICET). He is currently 

the head of the Molecular 

Neurobiology Laboratory at the 

Institute for Biomedical Research 

(UCA-CONICET). 

Prof. Barrantes has trained dozens 

of students from all over Latin 

America and supervised Ph.D. 

students and young scientist during 

his period in charge of the UNESCO 

Chair of Biophysics and Molecular Neurobiology in his more than 50-year teaching and research career at the Universities of 

Buenos Aires, del Sur (Bahia Blanca), and since 2010, at UCA in Buenos 

Aires.  

In his presentation at the conference, centered around fluorescence 

microscopy studies on the topography and dynamics of the nicotinic 

acetylcholine receptor and its interactions with cholesterol, Barrantes 

shared his life-long friendship and professional experience with 

Gregorio Weber, describing him as a generous mentor who inspired 

and guided much of his scientific career. Barrantes trained with Prof. 

Weber during the latter’s visit to the University of Buenos Aires and 

later at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The first 

fluorescent probe for the cholinergic system stemmed from this 

period.  

Francisco Barrantes  
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7th International Iberian Biophysics Congress 
June 14 - 16, 2021 | Virtual 

Congress Website Link 

https://iibc2020.organideia.pt/
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13th European Biophysics Conference 
European Biophysical Societies' Association (EBSA) 

July 24 - 28, 2021 | Vienna, Austria 

Conference Website Link 

The EBSA 13th European Biophysics Congress will take place in Vienna from 24 - 28th July 2021. 

The information about the congress is updated regularly on the congress web site and we can confirm that a physical event 

will take place under appropriate safety conditions. For anyone unable to be there in person, for example due to travel 

restrictions in their country, it will also be possible to attend the Congress virtually. 

 

The IUPAB Sponsored Plenary Lecturer will be Francesco Bezanilla, Chicago. 

https://www.ebsa2021.org/
http://ebsa.org/portal/
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SFB-GEM Meeting 2021  
Biophysics of Membranes and Beyond 

September 27 - 30, 2021 | Virtual 

Meeting Website Link 

https://sfb-gem2021.sciencesconf.org/
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66th BPS Annual Meeting 
February 19 - 23, 2022 | San Francisco, California, USA 

Upcoming Biophysical Society Annual Meeting! 

Here is the information 

https://www.biophysics.org/2022meeting
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Executive Committee of IUPAB 
 

President: Dr. Marcelo MORALES, Brasil, mmorales@biof.ufrj.br 

Past President: Prof. Dr. Zihe RAO, China, raozh@mail.tsinghua.edu.cn 

President Elect: Prof. Dr. Manuel PRIETO,  Portugal, manuel.prieto@tecnico.ulisboa.pt 

Secretary General, Prof. Dr. Juan C. GÓMEZ-FERNÁNDEZ, Spain, jcgomez@um.es  

Treasurer: Prof. Dr.  John BAENZIGER, Canada, John.Baenziger@uottawa.ca 

  

Council of IUPAB 

Silvia del Valle ALONSO, Argentina, silviadelvalle@gmail.com 

David CROSSMAN, New Zealand, d.crossman@auckland.ac.nz 

Erick J. DUFOURC,  France, e.dufourc@iecb.u-bordeaux.fr 

Hans-Joachim GALLA, Germany, gallah@uni-muenster.de 

Hiroyuki NOJI, Japan, hnoji@appchem.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp 

R. Daniel PELUFFO, Uruguay, malueli164@gmail.com 

Peter POHL, Austria, Peter.Pohl@jku.at 

Ksenija RADOTIC, Serbia, xenia@imsi.rs 

Ch. Mohan RAO, India, mohan@ccmb.res.in 

Bryan Trevor SEWELL, South Africa, trevor.sewell@uct.ac.za 

Frances SEPAROVIC, Australia, fs@unimelb.edu.au 

Giuseppe ZUCCHELLI, Italy, giuseppe.zucchelli@unimi.it 

The Executive Committe and  the Council 

are depicted at the end of he General 

Assembly in Edinburgh, 18th July, 2017 
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should be returned to the Secretary 
General at least before June  
30th of the year prior to the event if it 
is scheduled for the first semester of 
the following year or before the 31st 
of December if it will take place du-
ring the second semester. 
If organizers of meetings are seeking 
only the approval of IUPAB, including 
the use of the IUPAB logo, but not 
requesting financial support, applica-
tions may be submitted to the Secre-
tary General at any time and will be 
considered by the Executive Com-
mittee by correspondence. 

Important Announ-

cement 

Sponsorship Policy 

of IUPAB 
As from now on there will be a 
change in the sponsorship policy 
with respect to that posted in: 
http://iupab.org/about/
sponsorship/ 
So that point 8, will read: 
 
Applications for financial support 
of Conferences, Schools and other 

 

 

Activities of the 

INTERNATIONAL UNION for 

PURE and APPLIED 

BIOPHYSICS 

From the Secretary-General: 

Professor Dr. Juan C. Gomez-

Fernandez 

Courier address: 

Departamento de Bioquímica 

y Biología Molecular A, 

Facultad de Veterinaria, 

Universidad de Murcia, 

Edificio 17, 30100.Murcia, 

Spain. 

Telephone: +34-868884766.  

Email: jcgomez@um.es 

IUPAB is registered in France 

according Loi du 1er Juillet 

1901-Art. 5, n° 

ordre 03/000309, n° dossier 

00158190 

The International Union for Pure and Applied Biophysics (IUPAB) 
was formed in Stockholm in 1961 as the International Organisa-
tion for Pure and Applied Biophysics.  It was established as the 
International Union in 1966, when it became a member of the 
ICSU (International Council for Science) family. Affiliated to it 
are the national adhering bodies of 61 countries. Its function is to 
support research and teaching in biophysics. Its principal regular 
activity is the triennial International Congresses and General As-
semblies.  

 
Note from the Editor: 
IUPAB News will be happy to reproduce 
articles previously published by bulletins 
or other publications of any of our 
Adhering Bodies. We will be also happy to 
consider articles written by biophysicists 
on scientific or other subjects of broad 
interest for the biophysical community. 
You may contact the Secretary General 
with respect to this matter. 
 
 
IUPAB is not responsible for the opinions 
expressed in the articles here included, 
nor necessarily share these opinions. 
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